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Raymond Lo- Joint Dux of the College 2016 Presentation night speech
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East Doncaster

Luke Lu- Joint Dux of the College 2016 Presentation night speech
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Important Dates
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A Massive Thank You from Upendo Children’s Home Christmas Shoe boxes

Firstly, | would like to say thank you to all the teachers,
students and families that donated whole shoes boxes
or individual items to the Upendo Children’s home

Christmas shoe boxes.

East Doncaster Secondary College and community
donated a total of 88 shoe boxes on Friday 23
November. We had an overwhelming response and
these donation will bring joy and laugher to the beautiful

children of Upendo.

This couldn’t have been possible without the help and
support of the students of 9). These students spent all
over Friday morning organising, wrapping and filling
shoe boxes with the donations received.

Thank you again,
Tegan Pohl

From Alana Kirn, 9J:

A few weeks ago, our class combined your contributions into shoe boxes for the Upendo Children's Centre
in Tanzania. In total, we put together 88 boxes — enough for each child at the orphanage to receive a box of
gifts in time for Christmas. We also donated leftover books and toys to the school in the area. Doing this
project was very rewarding and it was amazing to know that each box we wrapped would help somebody

else in need. Thanks to everyone who bought in items — your donations were very much appreciated!



East Doncaster

Student report by Hayley Liang Year 9Victorian Young Leaders to China trip

We got back to a typical Australian summer's day,
with scorching temperatures where shade does little
to suppress the heat. Tired from the little sleep we
had on the flight, we all took that day off to rest up
before heading back to school after our six weeks of
absence. Since arriving back, it was at first a struggle
to go back to the normalcy of our daily school
routines. Without the constant anticipation for new
experiences and excitement for venturing out to
sightsee, our daily routine lacked the intensely filled
schedule we had grown used to in China.

Participating in the VYLCP was a great experience and has rewarded me, as well as everyone else, in a variety of
ways. Not only was this trip successful in improving our Chinese language skills and our understanding of Chinese
history and culture, but it also allowed us all to grow and develop our leadership skills and our intercultural
understanding. Through the participation of intense language classes and our constant interaction with locals in
China, including with our buddies, other local students and local shop owners, our language skills were greatly

Glad to be back home, we have also been able to notice
the stark contrasts between the culture of Australia and
China as well as the not so noticeable similarities. In the
short matter of weeks since our arrival back to Australia,
we have already been able to apply what we learnt and
observed during our trip, into our lives. The skills that we
developed will continue to benefit us far into the future,
and this experience and the memories we created will be
ones that none of us will ever forget.

improved. With history and culture classes,
as well as visits to historical and famous
sightseeing destinations allowed us to be
fully immersed in the Chinese culture and
be introduced to the Chinese ways and
customs. From being away from our family,
to constantly being in a collaborative
working environment, we all discovered
and developed our own leadership
qualities and used them to not only benefit
ourselves, but others as well. Coming back
from such an experience has really opened
my eyes to the bigger picture of the
worldwide community and allowed me to
appreciate our country with its
multicultural society, and our acceptance
towards people coming from all over the
world.
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